
GRADE LEVEL 

5-12 Ages 11-18

TIME 

One class period 

OVERVIEW 

This lesson reinforces the importance of 

gaining appropriate knowledge before making 

an informed decision, within the context of 

organ and tissue donation.  

LESSON OBJECTIVE 

Students will understand the critical decision-

making process and utilize scaffolding tools to 

critically reflect on their decision of whether or 

not to register as an organ, eye and tissue 

donor.  

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1; 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-12.1, 2. Addition 

of homework assignment: CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.9-12.1, 2, 2.A, 9  

Next Generation Science Standards 

HS-LSI-1 

PREPARATION 

◼ Make photocopies of handouts for

students

• Making a Decision about Donation handout

Lesson 

1. Review the steps of the decision-making

process. Project Decision-Making –

Definitions and Examples to lead a

discussion on decision-making, and how

it relates personally as well as on society

as a whole.
2. Display:

“Legacy of Life” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXspTTtR30c 

3. Distribute Making a Decision to provide

students with a scaffolding tool, to critically 

reflect on their decision to register as a donor. 

Students may complete the assignment 

individually, but work in pairs or small groups to 

discuss.  

4. Pay special attention to student

responses regarding their fears about 

donation. Research has shown that the most 

common reasons people give for not 

registering are based in misconceptions, 

misunderstandings, and negative attitudes 

towards donation exacerbated by media and 

fictional portrayals. Educational brochures and 

resources on the Go Recycle Yourself website 

address common fears about donation. Donate 

Life CT staff is available to offer additional 

support.  

5. HW Assignment “Letter to Family.”

**Adapted from Donate Life Northwest 

curriculum: 

www.GoRecycleYourself.com 

The Decision to Donate 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXspTTtR30c
http://www.gorecycleyourself.com/




....... ----�� 

DONATE 

Letter to Family 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

During _____________ class, I learned facts about organ, eye and tissue 

donation and transplantation. An important part of the lesson was the need for me to share my 

decision about donation with you. In the event of a tragedy, as members of my immediate family, 

you may be asked for authorization to donate my organs and tissues. 

__ Yes, I want to be an organ, eye and tissue donor. I plan to, or have already, registered as 
a donor. 

__ No, I do not want to be an organ, eye and tissue donor. 

--

I am undecided about donation at this time. 

These are the reasons for my decision: 

I'd also like to know how you feel about this subject and to talk with you about your wishes. 

Student signature __________________________ _ 

Parent/ Guardian signature ______________________ _ 

For information on organ, eye and tissue donation and to register online: www.donatelifect.org 






